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writing and presenting o spe-
ki for the 0-10 network

* SEREMITY is the keynote of

Bill Roberts’ “‘viewing room."

For 30 years he hos baen Cob-
den’s only undertaker,

* HORSE owners in southern Vic-
toria trovel more thon 50 miles
(80 km) to the quist township of
Cobden (population 1300) where

many tradesmen now presiding

ever a farge, there's still plenty

of work oo hand, and Bill shoes
horses a week,

ing new steel (yres to be Ntted

Webl's conchbuilders, where Ball
learned the trade and subseguent-
Iy took over the busmess, used ta
shoe bullocks as well as horses, but
that was befors fus tune.
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d his populurity hat-trick as
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ww In more phys: i
fr! w-nﬂ‘nmw h“'di
of o on (aot “compe
¥&, becanse they attract differ-
ces) such as Don Lane, who

eer s,
tig inevitably grows out of the
pord business he sees himseH

ABC-TV's “Count-

‘'efocccndrecosesseeee

% RIGHT: Croftsmen of work —

the maoster Bill Roberts ossisted by

opprentica Anthony Ryon tums red
hot metal into o horseshos.

* In a small country town -
it pays to be versatile in ——— e
business, and that’s why old -
Bill doubles up as the local
blacksmith and undertaker
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By LAURIE LANDRAY

Color: KEM STEPMELL
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Hill wold POST he will shortly be
ahoeng hia first bullock hoof — &

cuno pece mounted sa & decora-
ton

When he ok oper Webb's in the
1803 and moved the blacksmith
L] o blocks down Curdie SE,
Bill gleo become the fowen's only
undariakar

His handieraft does not extend to
the carpentry for Lhe coffine
which, mostly made from imported
meranti, ane brought o from
Melbourne to his "viewmg room”

nelghbars — Lo be jad to rest.
Hiz work 1 8o varied that Bl
sys with conviction that after 50
yedrs I never tre of the job.”
After the coke lire in the forge i
put out for the day he takes his
east BE craftémen bave done lor
pcenturies — with & gume of bowls,
mng the sume sure eye that furma
pieoe of stesd Into & ho
send




